
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, June 23, 2020 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James Lloyd; James P. “Sean” Viars; Geary Jonas; 

Michael Duncan; Peggy Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:       None                   

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Frank Akers 
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the June 9, 2020 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a vote 

of five (5) for: Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Duncan, Hash; zero (0) against; one (1) abstain:  Viars 

  

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Frank Akers reported that the Farmer’s Market is off to a great start.  The market had a record 

number of shoppers last week.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Town Manager Childers reported that the Hot Dog and Shaved Ice food truck will be at Heritage 

Auto on Wednesday, June 24, 2020 from 11am to 9pm.  Town Manager Childers stated that they 

have purchased a peddler’s license. Mr. Akers stated that he and members of the Depot 

Foundation visited the Marion Farmer’s Market to meet the owner of the food truck.  He added 
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that they were considering him as a backup vendor for Robertson Hollow at the market.  The 

owner of the food truck told Depot Foundation members that he purchased a business license for 

the Town of Rural Retreat so he can set up anytime.   

 

Mayor Litz read a letter from Mott MacDonald, LLC regarding the N& S crossing closure.  The 

letter stated that the Church Street railroad crossing closure will not take place at this time.  

Mayor Litz stated that in his opinion the town has not heard the end of the Church Street closure.   

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove reported 3 arrests during June.   He stated that he plans on attending the Rural 

Retreat High School Prom at the community center on Saturday.  Chief Breedlove stated that 

there was a murder in the town limits, and he assisted in the investigation which is ongoing.  

Chief Breedlove added that the loss was devastating to the community with young lives affected. 

Town Manager Childers asked Mayor Litz to observe a moment of silence for the young man 

that lost his life.  A moment of silence was taken. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Report to be included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

LIONS CLUB WELL PROJECT – None 

 

2020-2021 FISCAL BUDGET - A motion was made by Councilmember Lloyd and seconded by 

Vice-Mayor Yontz to approve the FY2020-2021 budget as presented.  Mayor Litz stated 

discussion was made at the public hearing.  The motion passed by a vote of six (6) for:  Lloyd, 

Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

HERITAGE DAYS – None 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS –Treasurer Patton stated that a copy of the engagement letter 

for the year ended June 30, 2020 by Robertson, Farmer, Cox Associates was sent to each 

member to review.  She added that the charge is $13,750 for these services.  The auditors will be 

onsite September 17th and 18th.   

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Town Manager Childers stated that he 

is still looking for information regarding the chicken ordinance.   

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – None 

 

RURAL RETREAT VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY SERVICE – Councilmember Duncan 

reported that the Rescue Squad has received four Lifepaks and they are very nice.   They  are 
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ordering four LUCAS devices, which are automated CPR machines.  He added that the 

organization is recording the minutes with a tape recorder.    Councilmember Duncan stated that 

the Rescue Squad received a few masks and one suit for PPE from the County.  The Town of 

Wytheville received five hundred shields.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will ask the 

Wytheville Town Manager to share about twenty shields with the Rescue Squad.  

Councilmember Duncan stated that they have installed signs to keep people from parking in the 

bays at the building.  The board is very open to all the suggestions made by the Town Manager 

and Councilmember Duncan.  Town Manager Childers stated that he has not gotten a good 

answer regarding the narratives.  Councilmember Duncan stated that currently there are six 

narratives that have not been completed. He added that the narratives should be completed after 

each call to be placed in a file for billing and insurance purposes.   Councilmember Viars stated 

that Councilmember Duncan should not be asking any employee to write the narratives.  He 

added that it is the Captain’s job to see that each employee writes the narrative after the call.    

Councilmember Hash stated that Councilmember Duncan is only there to act as a liaison.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that since the Town of Rural Retreat is a funding agency to the Rescue 

Squad the town has the right to give them to the county.    Councilmember Viars stated that a 

reminder is one thing, but it is the Captain’s job to enforce the employee to do their job.  

Councilmember Duncan stated that if the town goes in soft and laid back then they will not take 

us seriously.  Town Manager Childers sated that he wants them to hear the town’s voice.  

Councilmember Viars stated that the town should not be the enforcer.  It is not the town’s job to 

enforce that employees are doing their jobs.  Councilmember Lloyd stated that if the employees 

are not doing their job, then they should be replaced.  Councilmember Viars stated that he would 

rather have staff that plays by the rules instead of employees that are not doing what is expected.  

Councilmember Hash stated that they should be asked about restocking and cleaning the vehicles 

after each call.  Mayor Litz thanked Councilmember Duncan and Town Manager Childers for 

their efforts with the Rescue Squad. 

 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- The town has received approximately $125,000 from the federal government’s CARES 

Act funding.  These funds can be used to pay for losses due to the Covid-19 pandemic or 

the purchase of equipment that has potential of spreading the virus.  I would like to have 

a finance meeting to go over how the town wants to approach disbursing this money in 

our community and make a recommendation to Council. 

- I had correspondence with Kathi Boatright with DHCD about the status of the Downtown 

Revitalization.  The project is still on hold because of the pandemic, and I will update her 

again in late July. 

- I spoke to Hurt and Proffitt and we are going to advertise for bid and have a pre-bid 

meeting in the very near future for phase 9 of the sidewalk project 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the rescue squad will purchase two LUCAS devices. The 

County has given them $26,000 for the purchase.  Town Manager Childers added that he would 
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like to use $6,000 in CARES funding for the remaining amount of the cost. The apparatus allows 

the EMT to stand back from the patient which allows the purchase to be covered by CARES act 

funding.   Town Manager Childers stated that the Town of Wytheville is preparing a grant 

application for businesses to apply for relief funding.   To properly do this the businesses will 

need to submit their financial reports.  Several of the businesses in town have had substantial 

losses including barber and beauty shops, and childcare centers.  Treasurer Patton stated that the 

sales tax proceeds were up for April indicating some businesses sales were up.  Councilmember 

Viars asked if the funds could go to non-profit organizations.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that the community churches have lost tithes.   Town Manager Childers stated that the finance 

committee will need to meet and discuss how to spend the funds.    

 

Town Manager Childers reported that Food Country’s deadline to remove the Dickenson Drug 

sign from the property is Sunday, June 28, 2020.  He added that he has spoke with the store 

manager two times regarding the issue.   

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for June 23, 2020 were read and approved. 

 

CLOSED MEETING – DISCUSSION OF REAL PROPERTY 

 

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz, seconded by Councilmember Viars to convene to a 

closed meeting in accordance with §2.2-3711,A-3 of the Code of Virginia - discussion or 

consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of 

publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 

bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body. 

 

The motion was approved with the following voting in favor: Hash, Jonas, Lloyd, Viars, Yontz, 

Duncan. 

 

Mayor Litz called the regular meeting back into open session. 

 

Motion was made by Councilmember Viars, seconded by Councilmember Jonas, to adopt the 

following Resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Rural Retreat Town Council has convened a closed meeting on this date 

pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia 

Freedom of Information Act; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712, paragraph D, of the Code of Virginia requires a certificate by 

this Council that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Retreat Town Council hereby 

certifies that to the best of each member’s knowledge, (1) only public business matters lawfully 

exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting 

to which this certificate resolution applies, and (2) only such public business matters as were 

identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed, or considered by 

the Council. 
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Roll Call Vote:     Ayes    Nays 

Peggy Hash        X 

Geary W. Jonas       X 

James N. Lloyd       X 

James P. “Sean” Viars      X 

Dale Yontz        X 

Michael Duncan       X 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


